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“One of the World’s Best Sources of Antique Rugs” f ina nc i a l t im e s

Welcome to the Enrapturing World
of Antique Oriental Carpets
Dear Friend,
Antique Oriental rugs are timeless, iconic furnishings that are equally at home in
contemporary or traditional decors. They define space in an open floor plan, provide
intimacy to a seating area and add an unparalleled grandeur to your largest spaces.
Our international clientele finds that antique rugs of the caliber we offer are remarkably on par with their paintings and sculptures. Recognizing that the Oriental carpet
market can be confusing, I assembled the pyramid below to clarify it. Our extensive
selection offers a highly-curated collection of levels 2 and 3 and the very best of levels
4 and 5. Most of what one finds in the market are levels 5 and 6. (Read in depth about
the pyramid in an article accessible from the homepage on our website.)
We hope you enjoy perusing this catalog and will visit our website to view over 950
more carpets from our vast collection. While you're there, read about our concierge
services and find answers to many of your questions.
Warm Regards,

President and Founder

Oriental Rug Market Pyramid
Museum-Quality | 13th to 18th centuries and early 19th century
High-Collectible | Primarily early 19th century to 1875
Connoisseur-Caliber | Primarily circa 1850 to late 19th century
High-Decorative | Primarily circa 1875 to 1910
Decorative | Primarily circa 1910-1970
Reproductions | Typically 1970 to present

Persian Sultanabad “Blossom” Rug | 8' 11" x 11' 7" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
Our collection offers a multiplicity of standout 19th and turn-of-the 20th century Persian and tribal rugs for elite home decoration.

Antique Persian Sultanabad “Blossom” Rug, 19th century

Our antique Oriental rugs offer the sublime rather than
the mundane. They express an unquestionable ”joie de vivre”
that inimitably completes a home decor.

The difference in the level of beauty
between our rugs and modern handmade rugs most
often found today is unfathomable.
Persian Serapi | 10' 5" x 13' 7" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
Our insistence on offering only highly distinctive representatives in each weaving style and level of quality has satisfied clients for almost 40 years.
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www.claremontrug.com

1.800.441.1332
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www.claremontrug.com

Explore Our Website
• Peruse a sample of 950
rugs from our much wider
collection in screensize images.
• See 200 diverse interiors
showing how our clients
creatively display their rugs.
• Read articles featuring us
in The Wall Street Journal,
Financial Times, The New
York Times and many
other periodicals.
• Find a wealth of
informational articles by
President Jan David Winitz.

Caucasian Bidjov Shirvan | 4' 2" x 4' 10" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber

Persian Bakshaish “Tree of Life” | 8' 10" x 11' 5" | circa 1875, High-Collectible

For those who enjoy living with Caucasian and Persian tribal rugs, our wide-ranging collection offers a veritable wonderland of possibilities.

One-of-a-kind antique folk art carpets, such as this whimsical Bakshaish, comprise one of our inventories that draw clients from around the world.
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Persian Heriz
“Blossom” Rug
at left
9' x 12' 7"
circa 1900
High-Decorative
Our selection of HighDecorative carpets (see
our Rug Market Pyramid)
satisfies the many personal
aesthetics and decorative
styles of our clientele.

Persian Sultanabad
below left
10' 4" x 14' 6"
circa 1900
High-Decorative
Our clients experience that
the mature, vegetable dyed
hues of our rugs offer an
immersion into wondrous
subtleties of color, as in this
rare, azuline blue field.

Persian Dabir Kashan
opposite page
8' 10" x 11' 8"
circa 1910

Our High-Decorative and Best-of-Decorative
antique and vintage rugs are ideal for those
who wish to create memorable rooms that are
distinct personal expressions.

High-Decorative
Our early 20th century
rugs, exemplified by this
singular floral carpet, offer
a quintessential decorative
impact coupled with great
durability.

Main Showroom: Exceptional HighDecorative antique rugs.
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Persian Ferahan
Sarouk
3' 6" x 4' 10"
circa 1910
Decorative
Our Claremont 2 gallery
offers the best of decorative
Persian and tribal rugs for
today’s homes.

Our sales staff is a veteran
team that can act as your
close personal guides to
demystify purchasing older
handmade rugs.

Persian Husseinabad
4' x 6' 6"
circa 1900
High-Decorative
Each a striking, one-of-akind artwork, our small
antique and vintage
rugs can create a warm,
distinctive ambiance
throughout your home.

Persian Mahal | above
12' 7" x 16' 3"
late 19th century, High-Decorative
Our abundant inventory of difficult-to-find oversize antique
rugs provides extraordinary foundations for memorable
rooms, as demonstrated by this singular piece with its exotic
colors and artistic dimensionality.

Claremont 2: The Best-of-Decorative Oriental rugs.

Persian Serapi | at right
8' 10" x 11' 8"
late 19th century, High-Decorative
With its display of tribal geometric motifs and earthy palette,
this Persian village rug exemplifies our popular inventory of
carpets for casual and modern spaces.
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Persian Bijar Camelhair
“Garden of Paradise” | at right
4' 11" x 6' 8"
late 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
Many clients discover a love of undyed camel hair rugs
through us, such as this arboreal themed art piece.

Caucasian Talish | below
3' 3" x 7' 10"
circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
Clients regularly comment that we have the widest,
most artful collection of 19th century Caucasian
rugs they’ve ever seen, including some whose refined
coloration belies their tribal roots.

Our Connoisseur-Caliber antique
carpets are spectacular one-in-the-world
pieces for elite home design.

Our Private Showroom houses our world-class
collection of Connoisseur-Caliber rugs.

Persian Hadji Jallili Tabriz | 9' 3" x 12' 6" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
Our Connoisseur-Caliber floral rugs provide the epitome of sophistication in their astonishingly complex designs, sublime color ways and superb craftsmanship.
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Persian Ferahan Sarouk, above

| 11' 4" x 14' 7" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber

Offering ingenious, masterfully executed designs, the art-level antique rugs housed in our Private Showroom are consistently in outstanding
condition relative to their very substantial age.

Persian Bakshaish, at left | 10' 3" x 15' | circa 1875, High-Collectible
An aficionado’s dream, this magnificent, immaculately preserved example of the prized Bakshaish style offers enormous inspiration.

1.800.441.1332
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PRIVATE AIR

LUXURY HOMES MAGAZINE

Magical Juxtaposition
When Yesterday’s Rug Treasures Meet Today’s Marvels,
The Results Are Extraordinary!

by Gina Samarotto

Bringing of old and new together – when
done well – results in the creation of
refined, striking spaces well worth the
effort needed to achieve them. Described
as “aficionados of art” by Jan David
Winitz, President and
Founder of Claremont Rug Company, those who temper their
modern spaces with the warmth and elegance of well-chosen older
rugs are rewarded richly.

interaction. In one case, a client had an enormous, modern space that was entirely
open. By hanging the rugs from free-standing racks they could be used as ‘roving
walls,’ helping to define the different areas within the room, while at the same
time adding visual interest and warmth to the monochromatic space.”

Another stellar design
standout when
introducing these
classic pieces into a
modern, industrial
setting is the art of
grouping several rugs
together to create
enormous impact.
Whether displayed
on a wall or grouped
underfoot, the ebullient
interplay of color and
design that ensues

Left, Bradley Thiergartner Interiors, New York, NY.
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Sherry Williamson Design

“Our clients who have discovered ways to use these pieces to
express their personal tastes have done so by putting to use their
own innate creativity and style,” explains Winitz. Indeed, through
layering, hanging and otherwise displaying their very traditional
rugs in admittedly untraditional ways, these collectors create an
aesthetic that is at once classic and modern, textural, imaginative
and utterly all their own.
To underscore his point, Winitz explains that while the practice of
hanging rugs may be a design technique that has long been used
by connoisseurs, his clients have demonstrated how particularly
useful it is when bringing vintage and antique rugs into decidedly
modern spaces. “Hand-woven rugs are tactile; the material is meant
to be touched,” he points out. “Hanging a rug allows for that

through the overlaying of multiple rugs
within one space can be utterly enchanting.
Winitz recalls a client who created what

Winitz is quick to say that while any of the myriad styles reflected in his 19th
and early 20th century Persian and tribal rugs can be designed to work within a
modern space, many clients have found antique Laver Kirman rugs, those finely
wrought examples representing an important part of the Persian floral rug-making
tradition, are particularly well suited. “The small, botanical designs and beautiful
tones found in Laver Kirman rugs tend to balance the sharp angles and stark
palettes found in modern, minimalistic design,” he says.

Jo Ann James Interior Design

There is little argument when it comes to the allure offered by modern, minimalistic
design. With the clean lines and sleek surfaces that modern design lends to a
space, the effect is – both figuratively and literally – cool. Equally apparent is the
exquisite beauty so deeply inherent with antique Oriental rugs. While falling in
love with the very different yet equally
covetable aesthetics that define modern
and classical styles is easy, combining
them to create one, spectacular space
may appear to be challenging.

he referred to as an “exquisite mosaic
of color and interest that was somewhat
reminiscent of a Cubist painting” by
layering eight rugs at various angles to
achieve an intriguing balance of angles,
tones and textures. “We worked with her
to arrange and rearrange the selection
until their interplay resulted in a perfect
symphony,” said Winitz. Because after all,
perfection does have its rewards.

Winitz is quick to say that any of the myriad
styles reflected in his 19th and 20th century
Persian and tribal rugs can be designed to
work within a modern space.

1.800.441.1332
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Persian Laver Kirman “Garden of Paradise” | 8' 7" x 12'
circa 1875 , Connoisseur-Caliber
Our Connoisseur-Caliber and High-Collectible carpets include rug after rug the likes of which our clients have
never seen before, such as this tour de force piece signed by the elite Dilmaghani workshop.
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Persian Serapi | 9' 4" x 11' 11" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
Brilliantly defying its village origins, this exquisite 150-year-old Serapi presents a sensitive stylized floral pattern with exceptional spacing and glowing aged colors.

1.800.441.1332
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Our clients consider their rugs lifestyle investments that do much more than accessorize
the home. They immeasurably enhance their
surroundings, while functioning as a most
enjoyable form of capital preservation.

Our Connoisseur-Caliber and
High-Collectible rugs are astonishing
artistic conceptions woven by the most
accomplished weavers of their time.

Caucasian Kazak “Lesghi Star” Rug
above left
3' 8" x 6' | 3rd quarter, 19th century
Connoisseur-Caliber
Phantasmagorical birds, starbursts, endless knots
and much more contribute to the thrilling visual
effect of this folkloric, 150-year-old Caucasian rug.

Persian Bakshaish | 9' 4" x 12' 10" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, High-Collectible
This piece is a singular, virtuoso example of the style whose aesthetic offers the most inventive, free-form designs of all Persian room size carpets.
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1.800.883.1815
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Persian Motasham Kashan | 4' 6" x 6' 7" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

Persian Ferahan Sarouk | 8' 7" x 12' 4" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, High-Collectible

A distinguished member of the style that is the crown jewel of 19th century floral rugs, this piece expresses the epitome of harmony and refinement.

Great dimensionality is created through the two dissimilar medallions hovering above a highly abrashed field in this sterling carpet.

20.

www.claremontrug.com

1.800.441.1332

21.

Our smaller art rugs offer ingenious
use of design and supremely balanced
color. They add a magical ambiance
wherever they are used.

Caucasian “Bird” Kuba | above
3' 10" x 5' 4"
circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
We satisfy our clients’ vigorous appetite for the best
of 85 sub-styles of Caucasian tribal rugs, each with
compelling original designs and color ways.

Persian Bakshaish | at left
4' 8" x 6'
late 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
Illustrating the tremendous scope of our smaller
collector rugs is this graphic piece with its
whimsical, primitive character that is virtually
devoid of embellishment.

Persian Malayer Camelhair | 10' 9" x 13' 8" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
This singular carpet is a meditation on simplicity with its numerous hues of natural camelhair set off from a delicate latticework field pattern.

22.

www.claremontrug.com

1.800.441.1332

23.

Jan David Winitz, President and Founder
“Born into a New York family of scientists and art collectors,
Winitz inherited a collection of great rugs and a love of art”
(Financial Times). Shortly after receiving an MA in
Education from UC Berkeley, he opened Claremont Rug
Company in 1980. He has built a global reputation among
collectors and connoisseurs, and maintains a private
clientele on five continents, assisting them to assemble
whole home rug displays and to build collections of rare
carpets. He is the author of “The Guide to Purchasing An
Oriental Rug.” He is acknowledged as a major contributor to elevating the status of antique Oriental rugs from
the Second Golden Age of Persian Weaving (ca 1800 to
ca 1910) from a decorative craft to artworks recognized
for their masterful color and design, cultural significance
and importance as an influencer of other art forms.

Jan and Christine Winitz & sales consultants

OUR UNIQUE CONCIERGE SERVICES
• EXPERTISE

Our highly experienced rug consultants offer invaluable
guidance on purchasing, decorating and collecting.
• APPROVAL SHIPPING

The hallmark of our business is
intelligent customer service.

Long-distance clients appreciate our convenient, costeffective Shipping on Approval Service, including
arranging for installation by a local logistics firm.
• IN-HOME SHOPPING

For larger projects, we do in-home rug presentations
virtually anywhere in the U.S.A.
• LONG-TERM EXCHANGE POLICY

Our written guarantee is invaluable to clients who
move to new residences or wish to explore new rug or
decorating styles.
• ONGOING RUG CARE

We recognize the great privilege of serving our clients.
For years to come we will gladly offer advice and
assistance in maintaining your rugs and displaying
them. Ongoing services include superb cleaning,
restoration, padding and storage.

Persian Bakhtiari | 6' x 8' | circa 1900, High-Decorative

Persian Serapi | 9' 6" x 13' 2" | circa 1875, High-Decorative

This small room size tribal rug, with its profoundly charming and unique design, represents our passion for finding original gems of each Persian weaving style.

The perennial allure of living with Serapis from our well-honed collection rests squarely on their magical palette and fascinating elaboration of stylized motifs.
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Persian Bijar Camelhair | 8' 6" x 12' 7" | late 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

Persian Ziegler Sultanabad | 10' 8" x 13' 3" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

Rugs with prominent central medallions, such as this striking angular carpet with its rare, luxurious expanse of camelhair, can effectively anchor voluminous spaces.

To enhance the ambiance of casual graciousness in contemporary decors, antique Sultanabads such as this captivating gold field piece are an apt choice.
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Marks and Marks Design

Persian Ferahan Sarouk
4' 6" x 6' 9" | circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
Their immersive, virtually unfathomable pattern language and color
palettes make living with antique rugs as part of one’s art collection
a profoundly satisfying experience.

View all of the carpets shown here and 950 more art-level antique
rugs from our vast collection on www.claremontrug.com.
Persian Laver Kirman
15' 9" x 20' 1" | circa 1850, High-Decorative
No other floor covering has ever approached the emotive impact of palace
size antique Persian carpets. Creating the foundation for a grand-size
room requires a sense of scale that is at once unifying and welcoming. The
knowledge of how to accomplish this developed over many centuries in the
creation of very large Persian carpets. This 170-year-old piece is a magnificent
example of this expertise. We are proud to offer a quintessential selection of
grand carpets in sizes up to 17' x 30'.
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6087 Claremont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94618 USA

800-441-1332, Int’l: (+1) 510-654-0816
info@ claremontrug.com
Monday-Saturday 11:00 to 6:00 PT
(An appointment is suggested.)
Sundays & evenings can be accommodated.

Fabulous Old Rugs for Today's Homes

Right next door to the main gallery.
800-883-1300 | claremont2@claremontrug.com
Located just 20 minutes from downtown San Francisco.

Visit claremontrug.com
Read articles featuring us
from the following publications:
The Wall Street Journal
Financial Times
The New York Times
Robb Report
San Francisco Chronicle
Art & Antiques
Art News
Chubb Insurance
Collector’s Newsletter
Apollo Magazine (UK)
Carpet Collector (Germany)
Private Air / Luxury Homes
Gulfstream Nonstop Magazine
Luxe

The only Oriental
rug firm ever honored
as Robb Report’s
“Best of the Best”
Persian Motasham Kashan
4' 9" x 6' 6", 3rd quarter, 19th century
High-Collectible
We specialize in the profound rather than
the commonplace, as vividly seen in the
symphonic drawing and refined tonalities
of this singular antique rug.

Brochure printed on FSC Certified
Anthem Plus Recycled Velvet.
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