Antique Oriental Art Carpets
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Extraordinarily Beautiful Antique Carpets for Today's Homes
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“One of the World’s Best Sources of Antique Rugs” financial t imes

Intelligent Shopping with Claremont Rug Company
We offer a special breed of antique and vintage Oriental rugs that inimitably
complete the home environment. Our inventory is vast and carefully assembled,
consistently offering rugs that excel in their artistry, craftsmanship and condition.
The hallmark of our business is intelligent customer service. My highly experienced
sales staff and myself can act as your close personal consultants to demystify
purchasing older hand-woven rugs.
As part of this effort, I’ve created a six-tier “Oriental Rug Market Pyramid.” (See
below.) May it help you to shop with us with even greater confidence and clarity,
and to discover rugs that are both strikingly beautiful home decorations and
artworks that express the sublime rather than the mundane.
Warm Regards,

President and Founder

Oriental Rug Market Pyramid
Museum-Quality | 13th to 18th centuries and early 19th century
CLAREMONT RUG
COMPANY

High-Collectible | Primarily early 19th century to 1875
Connoisseur-Caliber | Primarily circa 1850 to late 19th century
High-Decorative | Primarily circa 1875 to 1910

CLAREMONT 2

Decorative | Primarily circa 1910-1970
Reproductions | Typically 1970 to present

Rankings in the rug pyramid are based on artistry, craftsmanship, quality
of materials, condition, age and provenance. © Claremont Rug Company.

at right, Persian Serapi | 9' 8" x 12' | late 19th century , High-Decorative
Our focus is to assist clients who wish their homes to be like no other to select standout antique Oriental carpets. A fitting example,
this exquisitely colored piece will greatly enhance the individual character of a contemporary or traditional decor.

Persian Ferahan Sarouk | 9' x 12' 6" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

Persian Sultanabad | 10' 10" x 14' 2" | late 19th century, High-Decorative

With our vast selection of extraordinarily beautiful, one-of-a-kind antique rugs, our collection perennially satisfies both
our clients’ high decorative taste and collecting interest. This superlatively crafted rug is a fitting example.

Contemporary open floor plans have inspired clients and interior designers alike to choose antique rugs with breathtaking field colors to define
seating areas and passageways, such as this all-over pattern piece with its stunning teal to emerald green field.
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www.claremontrug.com

1.800.441.1332
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Explore Our Website—
claremontrug.com

• Peruse a sampling of over 900 antique rugs
from our vast collection in crystal-clear,
full-screen images.
• See over 150 diverse interiors showing how
our clients creatively display their carpets
throughout their homes, including five
Whole Home Rug Collections.
• Read articles featuring us in The Wall
Street Journal, Financial Times, The New York
Times, Luxe and numerous other periodicals.
• Read informational articles by president
Jan David Winitz on:
		 Various types of rugs
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Buying tips
Recognizing quality
Decorating with antique rugs
Rug care
Connoisseurship
Antique rugs as a bona fide art form
Our popular long-term exchange policy
(Claremont Rug Company store inventory only)

Caucasian Lesghi | 4' x 8' 7" | late 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

Persian Laver Kirman

Although antique rugs are still relatively undiscovered as a true art form, the global supply of Connoisseur and High-Collectible caliber carpets measurably
diminishes each year. This inspires us to continually increase our efforts to offer the most accomplished examples such as this singular piece.

Our international team of collector-buyers continually uncovers rugs with an uncompromised standard of beauty, quality and individuality. In the piece
above, note the delicate, ever-changing colors and sense of visual movement that demonstrates what we term an “art-level carpet.”
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| 10' 6" x 11' 9" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber

1.800.441.1332
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The Difference in Impact Between Our Rugs and the Mass-Produced
Handmade Rugs Most Often Found Today Is Unfathomable.

Persian Heriz " Tree of Life"

| 8' 10" x 11' 6" | circa 1900, High-Decorative

Along with classical Persian city rugs with their scrolling, ornate designs, another central inventory is older rugs that are entirely casual
and sometimes even folkloric in nature, such as the highly innovative pieces on this and the opposite page.

Persian Karaja

| 7' 9" x 11' 1" | circa 1900, High-Decorative

Even with the overwhelming array of carpeting options available today, our antique and vintage Oriental carpets remain distinct.
They are the ultimate green, eco-friendly floor covering. Every aspect in the creation in the rug above was natural.
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Explore the
Claremont Collection
Satisfying your every
interest in fine Persian
and tribal rugs

Visit Our 4 Showrooms
All in One Location
Our Main Showroom:
Exceptional High-Decorative antique rugs
Our Private Showroom:
Connoisseur-Caliber to High-Collectible
room-size to palace-size carpets
Claremont Rug Company Private Showroom

Our Collector’s Gallery:
Connoisseur-Caliber to High-Collectible
smaller rugs and runners
Our Just Reopened Claremont 2 Gallery:
Fabulous Old Rugs for Todays Homes!
The best of Decorative rugs and kilims

Oriental Rug Market Pyramid
Museum-Quality | 13th to 18th centuries and early 19th century

CLAREMONT RUG
COMPANY
CLAREMONT 2

High-Collectible | Primarily early 19th century to 1875
Connoisseur-Caliber | Primarily circa 1850 to late 19th century
High-Decorative | Primarily circa 1875 to 1910
Decorative | Primarily circa 1910-1970
Reproductions | Typically 1970 to present

Claremont Rug Company Main Showroom

Rankings in the rug pyramid are based on artistry, craftsmanship, quality
of materials, condition, age and provenance. © Claremont Rug Company.

Also discover our vast
inventory online at
claremontrug.com

CLAREMONT RUG COMPANY
Antique art carpets: High-Collectible,
Connoisseur-Caliber and High-Decorative
CLAREMONT 2
Older Oriental rugs and kilims: The best of
Decorative and select High-Decorative

Claremont 2 Showroom

8.

www.claremontrug.com

Claremont Rug Company Collectors' Gallery

1.800.441.1332
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Persian
Halvai Bijar
Persian Malayer
Camelhair
11' x 14' 3"
circa 1875
Connoisseur-Caliber
We can work closely with
you and your design
professional to select
rugs that both effectively
complement your decor
and make a personal aesthetic statement, such as
this remarkably innovative
earth-toned piece.

Our Specialty Is
Spectacular Antique
Oriental Carpets for
Contemporary to
Traditional Homes
and for Collection.

4' 7" x 6' 8"
3rd quarter
19th century
Connoisseur-Caliber

Displaying well-chosen
smaller antique rugs in an
entry or passageway, library
or bedside enlivens these
areas with profoundly artful
objects, such as these two
19th century rugs that will
draw your attention and
warm your heart every time
you see them.

Caucasian
Persian Ziegler
Sultanabad
9' 4" x 11' 11"
late 19th century

Shirvan
3' 10" x 4' 10"
circa 1850
High-Collectible

High-Decorative
Our sales associates are
experts in our field who
can quickly demystify
Oriental rugs and help
you to identify your
individual taste. A
piece such as this, with
its harmonious hues
and rhythmical design,
provides a luxurious base
for a variety of settings.
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Persian Tabriz | 8' 10" x 12' | late 19th century, High-Decorative

Persian Bakshaish "Tree of Life" | 11' 2" x 13' 10" | circa 1850, High-Collectible

Visit our website to discover an assemblage of over 900 vintage and antique rugs in qualities from Decorative to High-Collectible. You will see that
rather than the mundane, we focus on the uncommon and creatively inspired.

One central niche at Claremont is High-Collectible 19th century rugs. The most discerning clients from across the globe work with us to access
our ever-changing collection of the rarest of the rare, including this profoundly individual art piece.
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We are pleased to enhance the casual, natural ambiance of our
clients' mountain homes with village and tribal rugs such as the
palace-size Sultanabad in this Grand Tetons great room. (Laurie
Waterhouse Interiors)

This gracious dining room is part of a superb Whole Home Rug Collection that you can view in the
“Client Homes” section of our website. (Marianne Michael, A.S.I.D., Interior Design)

Many clients become inspired to
enrich not only their primary
residences, but also their seasonal
homes and pieds-à-terre with our rugs.

The collectors we work with find all kinds of ways to enjoy their
rugs. Besides the Bakshaish Camelhair rug on the floor and the
Caucasian Khila Baku piece on the wall of this art lover’s den,
note the two rugs rolled above the antique doors, ready to be
unfurled during a quiet evening at home.

Persian Serapi | 12' 4" x 19' 9"
late 19th century, High-Decorative
We offer a voluminous selection of carpets perfect for country
homes, such as this spectacular, graphic Serapi whose
strong lines and overscale drawing would effortlessly
anchor the great room of a mountain retreat.
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Fabulous Old Rugs for Today's Homes

Along with our world-renowned inventory of
art-level antique Oriental rugs at Claremont
Rug Company's three showrooms, we
have newly relocated our Claremont 2
gallery right next door! Here, you can shop
a fabulous selection of vintage Persian and
tribal rugs and kilims that are surprisingly
affordable and highly practical for modern
home decoration.
For more information, call 800-883-1815.
View a sampling of Claremont 2 inventory:
claremontrug.com/claremont2.

above left
Persian Qashqai Kilim | 5' 3" x 9' 3"
circa 1890, Decorative
above right
Persian Sarouk | 3' 6" x 4' 10"
circa 1920, Decorative
above
Persian Mahal | 8' 10" x 12' 3"
circa 1910, Decorative

at left
Caucasian Kazak | 4' 1" x 6' 4"
circa 1890, High-Decorative

at left
Persian Heriz | 8' 8" x 11' 4"
circa 1900, High-Decorative
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www.claremontrug.com/claremont2

1.800.883.1815

17.

Our High-Collectible and
Connoisseur-Caliber Rugs are True Works
of Art for the Floor or Walls.

Our Unique
Concierge Services
EXPERTISE

Our highly experienced rug consultants
offer invaluable guidance about
purchasing, decorating and collecting.
APPROVAL SHIPPING

Long-distance clients appreciate our
convenient, cost-effective Shipping on
Approval Service, including arranging for
installation by a local logistics firm.
IN-HOME SHOPPING

For larger projects, we do in-home
rug presentations virtually anywhere
in the U.S.A.
LONG-TERM EXCHANGE POLICY

Our written guarantee is invaluable to
clients who move to new residences or
wish to explore new styles.
ONGOING RUG CARE

We recognize the great privilege of
serving our clients and for years to come
will gladly offer advice and assistance in
maintaining your rugs. Ongoing services
include superb cleaning, restoration,
padding and storage.

Persian Tehran | 4' 5" x 7' 2"
circa 1875, Connoisseur-Caliber
A rapidly growing number of clients display
some of their rugs as wall art. When hung, a fine
rug’s innumerable nuances of motif and exotic,
secondary hues can be seen more intimately.
(Read the Financial Times’ coverage of this trend
in an article about us on our website.)
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Persian Motasham Kashan | 8' 8" x 11' 7" | circa 1850, High-Collectible
Our collection includes spectacular examples of elite weaving styles that many clients have never encountered. One style is the 19th century Motasham Kashan,
renowned for unfathomably fine detail work and tremendously lustrous wool. (See a massive image of this carpet on our website at claremontrug.com.)

1.800.441.1332
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The Sum
of The Parts
When It Comes to Selecting Your First –
Or Next – Exquisite Rug, The Whole Is Indeed
Greater Than The Sum of The Parts.

by Gina Samarotto

PRIVATE AIR

LUXURY HOMES MAGAZINE

In Oriental Rugs, there is, as with most things, a methodology that can sim- In formal rugs woven in city workshops, the articulation of the design
plify and clarify the selection process. While personal taste is paramount,
is a key factor. Winitz explains, “The best of this genre demonstrates extaking a deeper look before delving in is an investment of time that expo- ceptional craftsmanship seen in the sharpness of their motifs and detail
nentially enhances the process and pleasure of
work akin to a line drawing.” Conversely, even
acquiring and owning antique Oriental carpets.
the best rugs from the smaller villages and tribes
have much looser knotting and freeform design
“Because most antique rugs were woven
that
enhances what he calls, “their signature
as works of art, the first thing to consider,”
folkloric
aesthetic.”
explains Jan David Winitz, preeminent expert
and president/founder of internationally acclaimed Claremont Rug Company,“ is whether
a particular rug is beautiful in your eyes. Does
it resonate with you and grow on you as you
look at it?” When that answer is ‘yes’, Winitz
offers further insights for evaluation and
selection. By guiding buyers to ask the ‘right’
questions, he encourages them to look more
deeply, thereby helping to demystify the
selection process and affording them a greater
sense of confidence – invaluable when choosing rugs that will both enhance their décor
and become a part of their art collection.

Persian Malayer | 8' 8" x 10' 9" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
We assist clients in choosing rugs that speak to them intellectually and emotionally, as well as complementing their décor. In this singular
piece, the intentionally asymmetric placement of the overscale motifs and subtly gradated colors create a deeply emotive effect.
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Wool quality plays a role in the beauty and
durability of older rugs. “Many different grades
of wool were used,” says Winitz. “The best wool
possesses a very high lanolin content, making
it extremely elastic and lustrous, and giving the
colors great radiance and enhancing the sharpness of the designs.”
Earlier rugs are often more captivating and innovative than later ones. Yet for all things – rugs
included it is a fact of life that with age comes
wear. One should be more lenient about wear in
19th century rugs. The impact of this on value is
often determined by both the amount of wear
present and the quality of any restoration. Winitz
advises, “Well-preserved 19th century rugs can
be used almost everywhere in a home. For an
extremely high traffic area, look into heavier early 20th century pieces.”

“Consider the levels of artistry and beauty,”
encourages Winitz, “buyers should recognize
a fluidity of the rug’s design, a sense of visual
depth – or lack thereof. The level of harmony in the combination of colors
plays a significant role in a rug’s impact,” points out Winitz. “A highly artis- “I have seen time and time again that certain rug styles are very well
tic rug will literally encompass you, giving you the sense you could look at suited for the new buyer,” continues Winitz. “Persian Mahajiran Sarouks,
it forever.” Also look for uniqueness, a singular, yet balanced treatment in
Herizs, Sultanabads, Serapis and Kashans as well as Caucasian rugs lend
the design and color palette.
themselves well; their characteristics present themselves in a way that
Winitz advises to only consider rugs that are naturally dyed. He articulates may make the selection process seem more manageable.”
that the natural dyes of the best antique rugs have “pure color.“ Different
Irrespective of choice, it is in one’s best interest to work with a dealer
dyers had varying levels of expertise. Central is what he calls the ‘quality
not only with a stellar reputation, but also a policy allowing buyers to
of color’– its radiance and amount of nuance within each hue. Some 19th
exchange and upgrade as their expertise grows.
century rugs will feature exotic colors, such as Tyrian purple, saffron yellow
or cochineal rose, not seen in later pieces.
Inset, Antique Persian Bakshaish Carpet | 10' 10" x 14' 1"
From the mountainous region of Azerbaijan, this 19th century Bakshaish carpet
exhibits uniqueness in its color combination and stylized overall patterning.

1.800.441.1332
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(
Persian Serapi | 8' 6" x 12' 10" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
We are famous for making “house calls” for larger projects anywhere in the U.S.A., allowing you to discover the impact of one-in-the-world rugs such as
this truly artful Serapi in situ. (See The Wall Street Journal article on our website about our president Jan David Winitz’s extensive travels to visit clients.)

Persian Bakshaish | 11' x 15' | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
When clients discover our collection, they quickly learn that the parameters of color and design we offer are profoundly more wide-ranging than
they have experienced elsewhere. The Bakshaish style is renowned for startling innovation, as exemplified by the carpet above.
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Persian Laver
Kirman
Caucasian Perpedil

10' 6" x 13' 5"

3' 7" x 5' 3"

circa 1850

circa 1875

Connoisseur-Caliber

Connoisseur-Caliber

Clients comment that
visiting our website is
a crash course in fine
rugs. Our extensive
online gallery shows
numerous pieces that
defy description, such as
this ingenious “Garden
Compartment Rug“ with
an abstracted waterway
that quadrisects its field.

Consummately crafted with
a rare red rust ground and in
outstanding condition, this
is a superb representative
of one of the more seldomencountered subgroups in
our comprehensive inventory
of Caucasian tribal rugs.

Persian Laver
Caucasian

Kirman

Karachov Kazak

10' 6" x 15' 1"

2' 10" x 5' 4"

late 19th century

late 19th century

High-Decorative

Connoisseur-Caliber

Antique Caucasian
Seichur Kuba as wall art.
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Whether one uses them to
highlight spaces throughout
the house, strategically
collects unique examples of
the 85 Caucasian subgroups
or both, our collection
offers virtually boundless
opportunities for display
throughout the house and
for collection.

Laver Kirmans are often
the carpet of choice
for clients furnishing
contemporary homes.
As an article in Luxe
featuring the home of
one of our clients states,
they create “a complex
composition” that subtly
juxtaposes with the exotic
woods and clean lines of
modern architecture.
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Smaller Art Rugs
Immeasurably Enhance the Individual
Character of a Home.

Jan David Winitz
President and Founder
“Born into a New York family of scientists and art
collectors, Winitz inherited a collection of great rugs
and a love of art.” (Financial Times) Shortly after receiving an MA in Education from the University of California
Berkeley, he opened Claremont Rug Company in 1980.
He has built a global reputation among collectors and
connoisseurs, and has clients on five continents.
He maintains his own private clientele, assisting families to assemble Whole Home Rug Displays and to build
collections of rare antique rugs. He remains intimately
involved in all aspects of the company, working personally with our staff of carpet consultants, our international buying team and our Concierge Services program.
The author of the book, The Guide to Purchasing an
Oriental Rug, he has been interviewed on multiple
occasions by The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times,
Financial Times and numerous art publications.
He is a regular editorial contributor to client publications produced by AXA and Chubb insurance companies. The Wall Street Journal recently wrote an article
about him entitled “Persian Rugs Orient One Expert to
Life on the Road.”

>
Contact us to order free copies of the eight articles
Mr. Winitz has written on different aspects of antique
rugs for The Chubb Collectors Newsletter and AXA Art.
Also see many other articles he has written in the
“Education Center” on our website.
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at left, Persian Serab Camelhair Runner
3' 2" x 15' 2" | late 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
We handle a voluminous collection of antique runners and keleges
(corridor rugs) that are consistently unique and in superb condition.
Runners such as this virtuoso Serab have an uncanny ability to turn
a ordinary hallway into a memorable gallery space.

above left, Persian Laver Kirman | 3' 2" x 4' 7" | 3rd quarter, 19th century, Connoisseur-Caliber
above right, Persian Bakhtiari "Garden Compartment Rug" | 4' 4" x 6' 9" | late 19th century, High-Decorative
Claremont is both a high-decorative studio and a connoisseur’s gallery. Our great diversity of original Persian and tribal area
rugs serves to make a home deeply memorable and create oases of art wherever they are displayed.

1.800.441.1332
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Explore our Extraordinary Collection
of 0versize and Palace-Size Rugs for
the Grand Spaces of Your Homes.

at right, Persian Sultanabad | 13' 8" x 20' 5"
late 19th century, High-Decorative
Carpets of grand size up to 18' x 30' make up another of our important inventories.
A palace-size carpet such as this graceful Sultanabad has the surprising ability
to unify the various components of a substantial room. Visit our website to
view over 150 extremely large carpets from our significantly
more extensive collection.
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6087 Claremont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94618 USA

800-441-1332, Int’l: (+1) 510-654-0816
info@ claremontrug.com
Monday-Saturday 11:00 to 6:00 PT
(An appointment is suggested.)
Sundays & evenings can be accommodated.

Fabulous Old Rugs for Today's Homes

Newly reopened right next door to the main gallery.
800-883-1300 | claremontrug.com/claremont2
Located just 20 minutes from downtown San Francisco.

Visit claremontrug.com
Read articles featuring us
from the following publications:
The Wall Street Journal
Financial Times
The New York Times
Robb Report
San Francisco Chronicle
Art & Antiques
Art News
Chubb Insurance
Collector’s Newsletter
Apollo Magazine (UK)
Carpet Collector (Germany)
Private Air / Luxury Homes
Gulfstream Nonstop magazine
Luxe

The only Oriental
rug firm ever honored
as Robb Report’s
“Best of the Best”

Persian Ferahan Sarouk
8' 2" x 11' 3" | 3rd quarter, 19th century
High-Collectible
Brochure printed on 130# Endeavor G Cover and
100# Endeavor Velvet Book, papers made with the
highest environmental management standards.
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